DOT heroes receive special award. . . 


by Deborah Lawler 

Commissioner John P. Sheridan Jr. 
presented two employees with a special 
Public Service Award on July 8 for their 
outstanding efforts to assist a stranded 
motorist during last winter's blizzard. 

The DOTer's Gregory Rusnak of 
Elmwood Park and George McGee of 
Teaneck, are construction repairers as- 
signed to the Lodi Maintenance Yard. 
The award was created by the New Jer- 
sey State Employees’ Awards Committee 
to provide recognition for employees 
who perform an “outstanding act which 
reflects noteworthy credit on the State.” 

“lam grateful to Betty MacDonald of 
Elmwood Park for bringing Mr. Rusnak's 
and Mr. McGee's actions to our atten- 
tion,” Sheridan said. “Their dedication to 
insuring the safety of the traveling public 
and their willingness to help those in 
need without a moment's hesitation are 
very special qualities, qualities shared by 
so many of the DOT’s employees.” 


Rusnak and McGee, however, see 


transporter 


nothing extraordinary about their ac- 
tions. “We were just doing our jobs,” 
Rusnak said. “It was nothing major. It’s 
part of our duty to help the public when- 
ever we can.” 

The event which earned them Mrs. 
MacDonald's gratitude occurred Satur- 
day, February 12. While Rusnak and 
McGee were snowplowing on Interstate 
80 in Elmwood Park, they came upon 
Mrs. MacDonald, whose car was 
stranded on the unplowed Market Street 
exit ramp. Mrs. MacDonald was en route 
to her daughter's home in Dover to tend 
her three grandchildren while her daugh- 
ter rushed her husband to the hospital 
for emergency care. 

A state trooper had radioed for towing 
assistance and left when the truck ar- 
rived. Mrs. MacDonald refused to pay 
the $100 towing fee requested by the tow 
truck operator and decided to try to free 
the car herself before seeking help in the 
area near the ramp. 

As she attempted to move her car, she 
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Teachers Fran Brogan (third left) and Jane Nixon (right) with students from West 


Brook Middle School in Paramus thank DOT employees Daniel Fitzpatrick, Paul 
Jakubowski and Hesham El-Aktah (fourth right). 


FHWA commends Department 


The Federal Highway Administration 
(FHWA) has commended the Depart- 
ment for its work in developing 
procedures to meet federal require- 
ments for preparation of environmental 
documents. 

In a letter to Jack Freidenrich, DOT's 
Director of Engineering and Operations, 
John J. Kessler, FHWA Division Adminis- 
trator noted that New Jersey’s 
procedures “have been cited as excel- 
lent examples of properly documenting 
project actions as required by the en- 
vironmental regulations... New Jersey 
is in the forefront in establishing 
procedures which will eliminate future 
potential problems areas.” 

Kessler lauded DOTers Robert Inno- 
cenzi, Director, Project Development, 
and Howard Zahn, Chief, Bureau of En- 
vironmental Analysis (BEA), and Lloyd 
Jacobs, FHWA Division Office Staff 
Specialist for the Environment, for their 
work in setting up the process. Also in- 
strumental in developing the special 
forms and internal procedures were 
Frank Winters, Project Engineer, (BEA) 
and Bill Sarosky, Administrative Analyst, 
Administrative Systems. 

The commendation follows a regional 
environmental conference sponsored by 
the FHWA in Albany (NY) last month 
were DOT staff outlined the procedures 
established to insure that all federally- 
funded projects adhere to federal guide- 
lines. The procedures were more than a 
year in the making, but, when com- 
pleted, they resulted in major time sav- 
ings for staff in DOT's Environmental 


Analysis, Local Aid, Design, Project Lo- 
cation, Right of Way and Landscaping 
sections and for NJ TRANSIT staff who 
might be involved in various projects. 
The procedures cover two facets of the 
environmental process. One, referred to 
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Crawford 


Commissioner John P. Sheridan Jr. 
has named James A. Crawford Acting 
Assistant Commissioner for Transpor- 
tation Services following the June resig- 
nation of Melvin R. Lehr. 

He has also announced the appoint- 
ment of James Weinstein as Director of 
Communications and Community Rela- 
tions to replace Thomas P. Flynn who 
accepted a position with the Casino Con- 
trol Commission. 

In another major staff change, Alfonzo 
(Al) Alaimo assumed the duties of Re- 
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Sheridan announces appointments 


heard snowplows approaching on the 
ramp. The operators, Rusnak and 
McGee, saw Mrs. MacDonald's plight, 
grabbed their shovels and dug her out 
of the drift. Then they helped her man- 
euver the car to the side of the ramp so 
their plows could pass through and open 
the way for her to proceed onto Inter- 
state Route 80. 

Mrs. MacDonald was “so touched by 
their kindness” and their refusal to ac- 


cept any payment for their extra effort 
that she “was on the verge of tears.” In 
her subsequent letter of thanks to the 
Department, Mrs. MacDonald suggested 
that both men receive a citation for 
promoting “good public relations for 
your department while assisting this 
citizen in distress.” 

Rusnak DOT in 


joined 1972 and 


McGee in 1971. 


Taking a minute for the photographer after the special public service awards cer- 
emony wre Betty MacDonald of Elmwood Park, George McGee of the Lodi Mainten- 
ance Yard, Commissioner Sheridan, Gregory Rusnak, also of the Lodi Maintenance 
Yard, and Alan Quinn, Department of Civil Service Awards Program. 


. . .and come to rescue of children on Rt. 17 


Department employees working on the 
roads are making a habit of helping out 
citizens in distress. 


Two Region || Design survey crews on 
the way to work on June 15 came upon 
a school bus in distress on Route 17 in 
Paramus, one of the state’s most heavily- 
trafficked roads. Inside the school bus 
were 44 students and two teachers from 
West Brook Middle School in Paramus, 
one of four bus loads on their way to an 
outing to Darlington Park. 


Because of the heavy traffic, teachers 
Fran Brogan and Jane Nixon moved the 
children to the front of the bus, fearful 
that they would get hurt if they attempted 
to unload them. 


Ten minutes later, the two DOT survey 
crews supervised by Daniel Fitzpatrick 
and Randall Seitz saw the situation, stop- 


ped the traffic in the lane and safely un- 
loaded the students and teachers onto 
the side of the highway. Then they stop- 
ped traffic again, this time to allow the 
bus to roll backwards into a parking lot, 
thus clearing the highway for motorists. 


“What could have been a hazardous 
situation was resolved when several of 
your trucks and two crews came to their 
rescue,” noted Principal Vincent Nardo 
in a letter of commendation. “It is grat- 
ifying to know that you employ men who 
are willing to extend themselves when 
needed and help those who are in need. 
Our eternal thanks for their helping hand 
and kindness.” 


The other members of the crews who 
assisted were Heshham El-Aktah, 
Gregory Varone and Paul Jakubowski. 


for environmental procedures 


as a ‘level of action,” helps staff to de- 
scribe each project's scope and potential 
environmental impacts and to decide 
whether the project requires further en- 
vironmental assessment or a full en- 
vironmental impact statement or can be 


Weinstein 


gional Engineer, Region Il, succeeding 
William T. Kirchner who retired in June. 
Crawford 

Crawford, 37, had been Sheridan's Ex- 
ecutive Assistant and Director of High- 
way Service. A former Naval Officer and 
Middlesex County Planner, he came to 
NJDOT in 1974 as a senior planner in the 
Environmental Analysis Bureau. 

Crawford is a licensed professional 
planner and holds two graduate 


(continued on page 3) 


“categorically excluded” from further 
study under federal criteria. 

The second procedure involves re- 
evaluation of environmental documents 
already prepared and follows an ap- 
proved environmental document and en- 
gineering design. Just before the DOT 
requests federal authorization to 
proceed to right-of-way acquisition or 
construction, DOT staff reviews the 
earlier environmental documents to in- 
sure that no significant changes have oc- 
curred which might alter the scope or 
impact of the project. 


NJDOT awards 
99 contracts 


Commissioner John P. Sheridan Jr. 
announced that the NJDOT has awarded 
99 construction contracts totaling $169.5 
million in the 11 month period between 
July 1, 1982, and May 31, 1983. 

“It is pleasing to note that these pro- 
jects not only lead to safer and less con- 
gested highways in New Jersey, but that 
they also provide thousands of jobs for 
many of our citizens,” stated Com- 
missioner Sheridan. “It is estimated that 
2,442 job opportunities are created for 
every $100 million invested in road con- 
struction and an additional 3,662 jobs 
are created in support related areas.” 

NJDOT has 108 projects, as of May 31, 
that are under active construction with a 
value totaling $200 million. 
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Public speaking 


Commissioner Sheridan’s speaking en- 
gagements in June brought him to the 
microphone in a variety of temperatures. 
TOP LEFT: On June 7 in the sun and heat 
at the Crows Mill Road Bridge Opening 
Ceremony in Woodbridge Township; TOP 
RIGHT: In the air-conditioning at the state-. 
wide transporation conference held at the 
Governor Morris Inn in Morristown on June 
27-28; BOTTOM LEFT: In the rain at the 
groundbreaking ceremonies for a new 
stretch of Route 55 in Deptford Township 
on June 21; BOTTOM RIGHT: DOT engi- 
neers Eugene Blasko, Ed Skwara, Frank 
Scymanski, Jim Morrison, Saverio Bosco 
and Charles Shoemaker also braved the 
wet weather with Commissioner Sheridan 


Kean proclaims air/space 


SANS RAN 


bicentennial 


and Governor Kean that day. 


(faws-acrilons 


Governor Thomas H. Kean spoke at 
June 16 ceremonies in Hoboken Ter- 
minal which marked the introduction of 
climate-controlled, diesel-powered 
trains on the Morris and Essex (M&E) 
Line. The 24 stainless steel cars and four 
diesel locomotives will serve commuters 
on the state’s oldest electrified railroad 
for duration of re-electrification work on 
the M&E Line Gladstone and Montclair 
branches which is scheduled for comple- 
tion in mid-1984. 


em 


has announced 


The Department 


plans to begin a four year, $1.3 million 
engineering and environmental 
feasibility study to ease traffic prob- 
lems on Route 3 between the Garden 
State Parkway and the Lincoln Tunnel 
and foster additional development in 
the Meadowlands. 

The DOT is also seeking the estab- 
lishment of a transportation brokerage 
organization to work with Mea- 
dowlands employees in promoting 
carpooling, vanpooling and the use of 
public transportation. 


hae 


Mike Benson, Federal Aviation Administration and Bert Kemp, Bicentennial Organiz- 
ing Committee, joined Governor Thomas Kean and Arlene B. Feldman, DOT Director 
of Aeronautics in proclaiming 1983 the “New Jersey Bicentennial of Air and Space.” 
The observance stresses the important role New Jersey has played in the development 


of aviation. 
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On July 11, Governor Thomas Kean 
signed into the law the “Airport Safety 
Act of 1983.” 

“This Bill signals the start of a new and 
bright future for air commerce and air- 
ports in the state,” said Arlene Butler 
Feldman, Director of Aeronautics. 

The new law changes the focus of the 
DOT Division of Aeronautics and pro- 
vides financial assistance to public and 
private airports statewide and also fund 
safety improvements and airport ex- 
pansion. It will eliminate the duplicative 
registration and licensing function now 
being performed. 


+a 


Accessible bus services for elderly 
and handicapped riders and those con- 
fined to wheelchairs became available 
on every route serviced by NJ TRAN- 
SIT’s 271 new Grumman Fixible buses 
on June 25. 


nee 


FHWA sponsors Civil Rights seminar 


Acting Assistant Commissioner for Transportation Services James A. Crawford (right) 
confers with John Coffey of Sam Harris Associates Ltd. (left) and Paul Smith of DOT's 
Civil Rights Office. Coffey is the consultant who presented the Federal Highway 
Administration-sponsored Intermediate Civil Rights Training Program in June which ~ 
was attended by 75 employees. 
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Recent Retirees 


Robert H. Wolcott, Maintenance Worker 
| (Const. & Maint.) 36 years; William T. 
Kirchner, Regional Engineer (Const. & 
Maint.) 33 years; Felix P. Stragapede, 
Truck Driver (C/M) 31 years; Milton E. 
Griffis, Maintenance Worker | (C/M) 29 
years; Edward H. Cranmer, Truck Driver 
(C/M) 26 years; Paul J. Fetchick, Main- 
tenance Worker | (C/M) 25 years; Mary 
S. Kianka, Secretarial Assistant Ill (Re- 
search & Demonstration) 25 years; 
Leroy F. Seaman, Heavy Equipment 
Operator (C/M) 25 years; Fred W. Con- 
nolly, Senior Investigator, Motor Carrier 
(C/M) 24 years; John Hill, Senior High- 
way Inspector (C/M) 22 years; William 
Smejkal, Electrical Foreman (T.O.L.A.) 
22 years; Arthur Snensky, Assistant 
Foreman, Maintenance (C/M) 22 years; 
D. Robert Gladd, Supervising Engineer- 
ing Aide (C/M) 21 years; Olga H. Let- 
tiere, Principal Clerk Typist (Design) 21 
years; Howard Quabeck, Foreman, 
Highway Maintenance (C/M) 20 years; 
Nathan Bloomberg, Engineering Aide |, 
Materials (C/M) 19 years; Andrew T. 
Arena, Senior Right of Way Appraiser 
(Right of Way) 18 years; Cesare 
Bartiromo, Senior Highway Inspector 
(C/M) 16 years; Julian Newman, Supply 
Support Technician | (C/M) 16 years; 
John J. Marhefka, Assistant Foreman, 
Sign Shop (C/M) 16 years; George A. 
Palsho, Senior Right of Way Negotiator 
(Right of Way) 15 years; Joseph F. 
Purcell, Truck Driver (CIM) 14 years; 
John Joseph Silva, Engineering Aide | 
(C/M) 13 years; Theresa D. Rafferty, 
Senior Clerk Typist (C/M) 12 years; Or- 
lando A. Scartocci, Senior Stock Store 


Clerk (Central Services) 12 years; 
Bernard A. Smith, Electrical Mechanic | 
(T.O.L.A.) 12 years; Edward C. 


Schaumloeffel, Senior Engineer, Ma- 
terials (C/M) 11 years; John A. Simone, 
Truck Driver (Data Processing) 11 years; 
John E. Rose, Maintenance Worker | 
(C/M) 10 years; Arthur DeGroat, Engi- 
neering Aide | (C/M) 9 years; Adam 
Bezenski, Maintenance Worker | (C/M) 
6 years; Pasquale A. Edolo, Construc- 
tion Repairer Il (C/M) 6 years; and Louis 
C. DiMattia, Repairer, (Central Services) 
6 years. 
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degrees, an MCRP in City and Regional 
Planning from Rutgers University and an 
M.S. in Systems Management from the 
University of Southern California. He 
also holds an A.B. in Philosophy from St. 
Joseph's College. 

As Acting Assistant Commissioner, 
Crawford will be in charge of the units of 
the Department which include policy 
analysis, regulatory affairs, freight, pub- 
lic transportation, highway and aero- 
nautic services; planning and research 
and liaison with transportation 
authorities. 

Alaimo 

Alaimo, 54, who joined the DOT in 
1975, had been Chief, Bureau of Equip- 
ment. Prior to joining the Department, he 
served six years as an engineer with the 
Division of Building and Construction in 
the Department of Treasury. 

“Region Il is challenging,” Alaimo said, 
“it has the greatest population density 
with the most crowded highways in the 
state. We have a dedicated group of 
people in Region Il, and | know | will 
enjoy working with them.” 

A licensed professional engineer in 
New Jersey and New York, Alaimo holds 
a B.S. degree in marine engineering 
from the U.S. Merchant Marine 
Academy. 

He is a veteran of the Korean War and 
served as Chief Engineer aboard ships 
of the U.S. Sixth Fleet. He retired from 
the Naval Reserve with the rank of Com- 
mander. 

Weinstein 

Weinstein, 37, has operated a public 
relations agency in Trenton for the past 
five years. Prior to that time he was a 
reporter for the Philadelphia Bulletin, the 
Newark Evening News and the Courier- 
News, Bridgewater. 

His responsibilities at DOT include the 
Public Information, Community Involve- 
ment, and Publications offices. 

“| look forward to using my expertise 
to help Commissioner Sheridan keep the 
public informed on the needs and pro- 
gress of transportation in New Jersey,” 
Weinstein said. 

Weinstein is a resident of Willingboro 
and a graduate of Seton Hall University. 


Z. Wayne Johnson, Acting Director of 
the Office of. Community Involvement, 
was named one of the “Outstanding 
Young Men in America” by the U.S. 
Jaycees in June. He was nominated by 
the organization's Trenton chapter. The 


honor is granted in recognition of com- 
munty service and professional achieve- 
ment. 


Mike Drangula, principal engineer 
transportation, (Surface Design, Inde- 
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Injuneer’s split doubleheader 


George McCarthy is at bat for the “Injuneer’s” in a rare Saturday doubleheader against 
the first place “DOT” team. Looking on are: Tad Hall, Ralph Rich, Manager Bob Swain 
and Bruce Brumfield. Larry McElmoyl took the photograph. The “DOT” team won the 
tirst game 6-3, but, the Injuneers rallied to win the second 5-1. 


Early birds exercise 


€ 


at Sand Hill 


Dave Kady and Dave Perkins watch Cua V. Huynh do “sit-ups” at the Sand Hill 
Maintenance Yard. The three maintenance workers arrive early each morning to job 
and do calisthenics before beginning their workd day. (JAMES LEAR PHOTO) 


Top racquetballers win praise 


Tha yelp 


Top winners in the DOT racquetball league recently received the congratulations of 
Acting Assistant Commissioner, James A. Crawford. From left are: Jim Pivovar (Plan- 
ning) novice; Jim Snyder, Design; Crawford; Rick Barros (Research) intermediate; and 
Tony De Santis (Planning) novice. Missing from the photo was Gary Toth (Environmen- 


tal Analysis) advanced. 


The Racquetball League, which meets at the Hopewell Valley Racquetball! and 
Health Club, invites DOTers to join its league this season. Membership information 
for the season beginning at the end of September can be obtained by calling Bruce 
Hawkinson in Environmental Analysis at 2-0829. 


Keep the ‘Good News’ Coming 


DOTers sent back two dozen of the GOOD NEWS forms which were distributed 
with the last Transporter. They were filled with news items and story ideas about 
employees, most of which appear in this issue. 

Keep them coming. More of these convenient forms are available. Make sure 
your office has them on hand. Call SCAN 8-322-4079 or 2-4079 for more copies. 


pendence Mall) is proud as could be of 
St. Stan’s School (Trenton) female ath- 
letes. The softball team he coaches won 
the playoffs in the Mercer County CYO 
League, defeating teams from larger 
elementary schools. The girls basketball 
squad he also coaches had already 
copped first place in its scholastic 
division and the Knights of Columbus 
tournament. Co-worker and assistant 
engineer at “The Mail,” Susan Dondero, 
co-mentors the girl cagers with Mike. 


tee 


Les Martin (Highway Services) was 
featured in the Mercer County Park con- 
cert series this summer. He plays folk 
guitar, sings and writes his own material. 


+e 


Co-workers in Construction Crew 266 
in the Bayway Yard, Elizabeth, reported 
in mid-July that “The Big Guy,” John 
Haferbier, was on a one and a half week 
vacation on the Hawaiian Island of Maui. 
‘He’s probably looking for a Polynesian 
princess,” someone speculated. 


wee 


Frank Della Rossa, Senior Engineer 
(Design) and his wife Mary, welcomed 
their first child, a boy, Frank, who was 
born on June 26. 


Bowling league 
seeks members 


The DOT Mixed Classic Bowling 
League will begin their '83-'84 season on 
September 12 at Curtis Lanes on Scotch 
Road, Ewing. 

Any DOTer or retiree wishing to par- 
ticipate or to enter a team in the league 
should contact Henry Conroy, league 
president, in Room 225 or call him at 
2-0907. Other league officers for the 
coming season are: John Powers, first 
vice president; Debra Sciangola, second 
Vice President and Jeanne Smith, Sec- 
retary- Treasurer. 


OOPS! 


The name of Fred De Vito was in- 
advertently omitted from the list of 
DOTers who marked their 25th an- 
niversaries. We reget the inconvenience. 


Obituaries 


Albert ‘“‘Tabby’’ Tosca, 69, of 
Vineland, passed away on June 14. He 
retired in 1979 as an assistant foreman, 
Construction and Maintenance after 22 
years with DOT. 

Everett P. Looper, 76, of Millville, died 
in June. The 35 year DOT veteran, retired 
as a Principal Highway Inspector in 1974. 

Lawrence “Bud” DeGrave, 80, of 
Ewing Township died on July 4. The life- 
long Titusville resident was a mechanic 
with DOT who retired in 1972. 

Charles Weldon McCafferty, 77, of 
Lumberton, died on July 4. He retired as 
a section foreman from the then Highway 
Department in 1963. 

Julian Newman, 46, of Mizpah, died 
in June. He had been head of the stock- 
room in DOT’s Vineland Garage. 

Newman was active in his church and 
Masonic Lodge and was secretary of the 
local chapter of the National Association 
for the Advancement of Colored People. 
He also was a veteran of the U.S. Army. 


BEACH BUS 


Visitors to Island Beach State Park 
can park in a lot at Exit 81 of the Gar- 
den State Park, near Toms River and 
ride a shuttle bus to the park. 


The $1 round trip fare guarantees ad- 
mission to the park which has been 
closing it gates once the parking lots 
are filled. 

The service runs every half hour on 
weekends and holidays through Labor 
Day. 
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Bridges and ‘highwa ys built whi 
you wait—well, saimost! : 


Need a highway built in six months? 
Pete Stam and his crew built Interstate 
Route 287 in that time, complete with 
overpasses and exit ramps. Impossible? 
Not for the Model Shop, or, as it is of- 
ficially known, the Scale Prototype De- 
velopment Unit. 

The Model Shop is located behind 
DOT headquarters in Trenton and is 
staffed by three model makers: Pete 
Stam, the unit’s supervisor, and his two 
assistants, Earl Crockett and Jack Sut- 
terley. 

The shop builds scale models of vari- 
ous highway and aeronautics projects 
which are used at public meetings and 
in court to demonstrate the features of 
proposed projects. 

“The model maker takes a set of con- 
struction plans and translates it into an 
exact, three-dimensional represen- 
tation,” said Stam. “We also use aerial 
photographs for added detail.” 

The |-287 model which was 40 feet 
long is not typical. Most models are 
much smaller and take only a few weeks 
or months to complete. Each receives 
the same painstaking attention to detail 
because whether they are used at public 
meetings or in court each detail and fea- 


ture is subject to gees scrutiny, and the 
fate of the entire project may hang in the 
balance. 

“From time to time we have caught 
errors in the construction plans when 
making our models,” Stam said, “finding 
them at this stage can save the Depart- 
ment both time and money.” 

All three model makers began their 
DOT careers in other units. Pete Stam 
began as a mechanics helper in 1948 
and took up his new career in 1966 when 
Ted Spawn, the unit's former head, 
needed someone to help with an exhibit. 

The three men combined back- 
grounds and skills in building their 
models. Tracing the contours, cutting, 
pasting, and painting in a scale that is 
often 1 inch to 200 feet requires patience 
and manual dexterity. 

Donald Mauer, the Supervising Engi- 
neer to whom Stam reports, has the 
highest respect for the Model Shop crew 
and invites DOT managers and outside 
state agencies to consider making use of 
its talents. 

“The Model Shop is also capable of 
producing exhibits and displays of vari- 
ous sizes,” Mauer said. “The shop wel- 
comes these challenges.” 


Top: Model maker removes masking 
tape after painting. 

Above: Earl Crockett, Pete Stam and 
Jack Sutterley, show off their model of 
a general aviation airport. 

Right: Crockett adjusts the elevation of 
a local road. 


An exhibit of the DOT 


model makers craft will 


be on display in the 


Headquarters Building 


cafeteria during the 


month of August. 
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Stam is a World War II veteran. His 
wife, Dorothy, was the Main Building's 
receptionist before transferring to Ac- 
counting where she became Head Audit 
Account Clerk. They have two children 
and one grandchild. Stam’s hobby is 
golf. 

Earl Crockett came to the DOT as a 
senior draftsman in 1966 and assisted 
Frank McGough in preparing the: first 
tourist map. 

Crockett got interested in model mak- 
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ing as a boy when the family was sta- 
tioned at a military base in Cuba where 
air plane model making was popular. 
These days he prefers fishing. He recent- 
ly married Linda Gaspar of the DOT 
Credit Union. They each have a child by 
a previous marriage. 

Jack Sutterley came to the Model 
Shop from Traffic Engineering and took 
the position because he was looking for 
a new challenge. He and his wife, Doris, 
have one daughter. 
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